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SUB J : AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KEREKOU 
REF A - COTONOU 249, B - STATE 34136, 

1 . PRES KEREKOU SUMMOMED ME TO HIS OFFICE THIS NOON PER 
REF A. AS USUAL, HE FAILED TO GET UP TO ACKNOWLEDGE MY 
PRESENCE. THIS TIME HOWEVER HE ALSO FAILED TO GREET ME, THOUGH 
HE LET ME SIT DOWN. AFTER SOME GRUNTING, HE LOOKED AT ME 
MENACINGLY AS IF HE WERE AN AFRICAN HIMMLER AND EXCLAIMED 
LOUDLY THAT HE WAS DISSATISFIED WITH THE BAD STATE OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. HE WAS NOT A DIPLOMAT, BUT ACCUST- 
OMED TO COMING STRAIGHT TO THE POINT. HE SAID THE MOMENT OF 
DECISION HAD ARRIVED. AFTER GRUNTING FURTHER, HE SHOUTED AT ME: 
"THAT IS ALL*" (C’EST TOUT) AND MADE A SWEEPING MOTION WITH 
HIS ARM AS IF HE WISHED ME TO LEAVE. 

2. 1 AROSE AND THRUST IN FRONT OF HIM THE TEXT OF THE 
DEPT S AIDE MEMOIRE (REF B). I EXPLAINED THAT I HAD RECEIVED 
MY INSTRUCTIONS, INCLUDING THE AIDE MEMOIRE, ONLY TWO HOURS 
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IT HAD BEEN SO HURRIED THAT I HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO CHECK IT 
FOR ACCURACY. I SAID BENIN'S AMB IN WASHINGTON HAD BEEN GIVEN 
THE SAME DOCUMENT YESTERDAY. 

3. KEREKOU, STUNNED BY THE UNEXPECTED NEW ELEMENT IN THE SIT- 
UATION BUT STILL SNORTING, STARTED TO READ THE FRNECH TRANS- 
LATION. BY THE TIME HE HAD REACHED THE SECOND OR THIRD 
PARAGRAPH, I COULD TELL BY HIS SQUINTING THAT HE COULD UNDER- 
STAND NOTHING OF IT. HE GRABBED THE TELEPHONE AND ASKED THAT 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER BE CALLED TO JOIN US IMMEDIATELY. MIN- 
ISTER COULD NOT BE REACHED. PRESIDENT THEN TOLD ME TO "GET 
OUT". I COULD WAIT SOMEWHERE ELSE WHILE HE "ARRANGED A CON- 
FRONTATION." 

4. AFTER WAITING TWENTY MINUTES OUTSIDE, I WAS TOLD THAT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAD ARRIVED. I WOULD BE CALLED IN WHEN HE AND 
THE PRESIDENT WISHED TO SEE ME. SOME TIME LATER, I WAS ASKED 

TO RETURN AT 4 PM LOCAL TIME. WILL REPORT OUTCOME OF THE NEXT 
ROUND AS SOON AS IT IS OVER. 

ENGLE 
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